Friends  Committee  on 


Washington 

NOVEMBER  1999 


riFc 


NL 


National  Legislation 


Newsletter 

NO.  637 


Senate  Votes  Against  Ratifying 
Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty 


On  Wednesday,  October  13th,  the  Senate  voted  not  to 
ratify  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  (CTBT)  by  a 
near  party-line  vote  of  48-51.  Forty-four  Democrats 
were  joined  by  four  Republicans  tSens.  Smith  (OR), 
Jeffords  (VT),  Specter  (PA),  and  Chafee  (RI)1  in  favor 
of  ratification.  Sen.  Byrd  (D-WV)  voted  "present" 
because  he  wanted  the  vote  delayed. 


The  handling  of  the  CTBT  has  reflected  the  destruc¬ 
tive  partisan  politics  which  characterize  the  current 
Congress.  The  CTBT  was  signed  by  the  U.S.  in  1996 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  by  Pres.  Clinton  in  September 
1997.  Although  ratification  has  been  a  stated  priority 
of  the  President,  he  has  done  little  to  pave  the  way  for 
positive  Senate  action.  Meanwhile,  the  Republican 
Senate  leadership,  mired  in  retaliatory  "gotcha"  poli¬ 
tics,  has  been  anxious  to  deny  the 
President  this  achievement.  As  a 
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You  Can  Help 
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Please  contact  your  senators. 

Express  your  dismay  with  the 
CTBT  vote.  Please  thank  those  who  voted  for 
the  treaty.  Special  thanks  are  in  order  for  the 
four  Republicans  who  had  the  courage  to  break 
party  lines.  They  displayed  true  patriotism. 
Appeal  to  all  senators  to  reverse  the  Senate  vote 
and  to  ratify  the  CTBT  soon.  Also,  contact  your 
local  newspapers  and  highlight  your  senators' 
votes.  Name  and  applaud  senators  who  sup¬ 
ported  the  CTBT;  name  senators  who  opposed 
it  and  urge  them  to  rethink  the  issue  and  ratify 
the  treaty. 


result,  the  leadership  did  not  press  Sen.  Helms,  chair 
of  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  to  release  the  bill 
from  committee.  Senate  Democrats  ultimately  threat¬ 
ened  to  use  procedural  maneuvers  to  block  work  in 
the  Senate  unless  Sen.  Lott  scheduled  a  debate  and 
vote  on  the  treaty.  In  response,  the  Majority  Leader 
scheduled  an  almost-immediate  floor  debate  and 
vote,  without  hearings.  Such  hearings  could  have 
both  clarified  aspects  of  the  treaty  and  provided  an 
opportunity  to  build  support.  The  short  time  frame, 
the  lack  of  Administration  planning  and  leadership, 
the  absence  of  hearings,  and  the  efforts  by  the  Senate 
leadership  to  enforce  strict  party  discipline  provided  a 
recipe  for  certain  defeat. 

By  the  week  of  October  4th,  everyone  recognized  that 
the  treaty  would  not  get  the  67  votes  needed  for  ratifi¬ 
cation.  A  majority  in  the  Senate  also  realized  that  a 
vote  against  ratification  could  have  grave  internation¬ 
al  consequences.  These  members  sought  a  way  out  of 
the  impasse.  Sixty-two  senators,  including  24  Repub¬ 
licans,  signed  a  letter  urging  that  the  vote  be  post¬ 
poned.  However,  a  small  number  of  Republicans 
refused  to  agree  to  the  unanimous  consent  agreement 
needed  to  postpone  the  vote.  For  a  brief  period,  it 
appeared  that  the  Senate  had  found  a  parliamentary 
maneuver  that  would  permit  the  vote  to  be  put  off 
without  obtaining  a  unanimous  consent  agreement. 
But  the  leadership  decided  that  permitting  such  a 
maneuver  would  set  a  precedent  that  could  under¬ 
mine  the  control  which  the  Majority  Leader  has  over 
the  Senate  agenda.  Defeat  of  the  CTBT,  with  all  its 
attendant  consequences,  was  deemed  by  the  Senate 
leadership  to  be  preferable  to  risking  their  control  of 
the  agenda.  And  so  the  vote  proceeded  to  its 
inevitable  outcome. 
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Congress  Votes  Against  CTBT  (continued  from  page  1) 

The  enormity  of  the  Senate  defeat  of  the  CTBT  cannot  be  overstated. 
Senators  who  voted  against  the  CTBT  have  made  a  tragic  mistake  of 
historic  proportions.  The  last  international  security  treaty  rejected  by 
the  U.S.  Senate  was  the  Treaty  of  Versailles.  The  failure  of  the  U.S.  to 
ratify  that  treaty  and  join  the  League  of  Nations  has  been  linked  to  the 
international  instability  which  led  to  World  War  11.  The  Senate's  defeat 
of  the  CTBT  could  have  far  worse  consequences  in  today's  nuclear  age. 

The  Senate  defeat  of  the  CTBT  was  a  vote  against  sane  nuclear  policy. 

In  addition  to  giving  a  green  light  to  restarting  the  nuclear  weapons 
arms  race,  this  Senate  action  imperils  the  foundations  of  arms  control 
treaties  which,  until  now,  have  been  upheld  by  the  United  States,  its 
NATO  allies,  and  other  countries  worldwide. 

Forty  years  of  work  by  FCNL  and  other  activists  to  achieve  a  Compre¬ 
hensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  has  suffered  a  serious  setback.  But  it  is  only  a 
setback,  not  the  final  word.  Senate  rules  allow  this  treaty  to  be  brought 
up  again.  People  in  the  U.S.  will  not  retreat  from  this  challenge.  We 
know  that,  ultimately,  the  CTBT  will  be  ratified.  ■ 


Give  Your  Library 
The  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter 

Does  your  library  receive  FCNL's  Washington  Nezvsletter  every 
month?  If  not,  why  not  give  your  library  (and  your  community) 
the  gift  of  FCNL's  view  of  Washington?  The  Washington  Newslet¬ 
ter  is  a  great  resource  for  high  school  students,  community 
activists,  and  anyone  concerned  about  national  and  international 
affairs. 

If  your  librarian  needs  to  review  a  periodical  before  putting  it  on 
the  shelf,  FCNL  would  be  happy  to  provide  you  with  several  back 
issues. 

To  arrange  to  have  the  Washington  Newsletter  sent  to  your  library  or 
to  request  back  issues  to  show  your  librarian,  please  contact  Jessica 
Piekielek  at  FCNL  (jessica@fcnl.org  or  202-547-6000). 

The  newsletter  is  sent  free  upon  request.  A  contribution  of 
$35  or  more  to  support  FCNL's  lobbying  and  education  work 
is  appreciated. 
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Military  Spending:  Legislative  Updates 


During  the  past  year,  FCNL  has  challenged  both  the 
dominant  budget  priorities  of  Congress  and  the 
Administration  ami  the  bloated  military  budget  — 
piece  by  piece.  A  handful  of  members  of  Congress 
stuck  their  necks  out  to  challenge  the  military  spend¬ 
ing  binge.  But  as  the  Kosovo  war  heated  up,  their 
voices  were  largely  drowned  in  the  noise.  Nonethe¬ 
less,  FCNL  staff  and  grassroots  activists  across  the 
U.S.  worked  to  support  the  initiatives  offered  by 
these  members. 

Military  spending:  For  FY99,  Congress  appropriat¬ 
ed  $279.9  billion  for  military  activities  and  foreign 
military  assistance.  Then,  in  the  spring.  Congress 
passed  an  "emergency  supplemental"  appropria¬ 
tions  bill  that  added  $10.9  billion  for  military  spend¬ 
ing.  This  included  funds  for  the  bombing  of  Iraq 
and  Serbia.  This  brought  the  total  for  FY99  discre¬ 
tionary  military  spending  to  $290.8  billion,  $16.4  bil¬ 
lion  more  than  in  FY98.  The  total  FYOO  discretionary 
military  spending  appropriation  is  likely  to  exceed 
$293  billion.  The  President  and  Congress  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  continue  spending  at  these  higher  levels. 

National  Missile  Defense:  In  his  FYOO  budget  pro¬ 
posal,  the  President  included  $6.6  billion  for  Nation¬ 
al  Missile  Defense  (NMD)  for  a  total  expenditure  of 
$10.5  billion  over  the  next  6  years.  Under  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  plan,  no  decision  would  be  made  regarding 
deployment  until  2000,  and  deployment  would 
depend  on  such  factors  as  revising  current  arms  con¬ 
trol  agreements,  cost,  and  the  seriousness  of  the  bal¬ 
listic  missile  threat. 

In  March,  the  Senate  took  a  step  further  and  voted 
overwhelmingly  (97-3)  for  the  "National  Missile 
Defense  Act  of  1999,"  sponsored  by  Sens.  Cochran 
(MS)  and  Inouye  (HI).  This  bill  contained  provisions 
which  would  have  accelerated  deployment  of  the 
NMD  faster  than  the  Administration  felt  was  pru¬ 
dent.  Less  than  a  week  later,  the  House  passed  its 
own  version  [sponsored  by  Reps.  Weldon  (PA)  and 
Spratt  (SOI.  This  compromise  bill  gave  the  Admin¬ 
istration  much  more  discretion  in  making  the 
deployment  decision.  FCNL  worked  against  both 
bills  and  helped  to  strengthen  the  opposition  in  the 
House,  where  the  final  vote  was  317-105. 


The  Russian  government  has  stated  that  it  would 
view  NMD  deployment  as  an  outright  violation  of 
the  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  (ABM)  Treaty,  signed  by  the 
U.S.  and  Soviet  Union  in  1972.  Proponents  of  mis¬ 
sile  defense  in  Congress  have  called  for  a  renegotia¬ 
tion  of  the  ABM  treaty  with  Russia  but,  in  August, 
Russians  refused  to  consider  making  any  changes  to 
the  treaty.  Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  plans  to  spend  $4.2 
billion  on  NMD  in  FYOO. 

Nuclear  Weapons  Reductions:  In  late  May,  Sen. 
Kerrey  (NE)  offered  an  amendment  to  the  FYOO 
Defense  Authorization  bill  to  allow  the  U.S.  to 
reduce  the  number  of  U.S.  strategic  nuclear  delivery 
systems  to  levels  much  lower  than  those  set  in  the 
START  11  treaty  luithout  waiting  for  the  Russian 
Duma  to  ratify  the  START  11  treaty.  Russian  ratifica¬ 
tion  has  been  delayed  several  times  due  to  strong 
popular  opposition  in  Russia  to  various  U.S.  bomb¬ 
ing  campaigns  against  countries  near  Russian  bor¬ 
ders  (Iraq,  Afghanistan,  Yugoslavia).  In  addition  to 
accelerating  the  pace  toward  complete  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament,  an  immediate  reduction  in  the  U.S.  nuclear 
weapons  stockpile  (from  the  current  6700  warheads 
to  less  than  2500)  would  have  saved  an  estimated 
$1.5  billion  per  year.  FCNL  grassroots  activists 
worked  to  support  this  amendment,  but  it  was 
defeated  on  the  Senate  floor  44-56. 

School  of  the  Americas:  In  July,  after  years  of  unsuc¬ 
cessful  close  votes,  the  House  voted  230-197  to  cut 
funds  for  the  School  of  the  Americas  (SOA)  from  the 
Foreign  Operations  Appropriations  Bill.  The 
amendment  was  sponsored  by  Reps.  Scarborough 
(FL)  and  Moakley  (MA).  Though  the  cut  was  rela¬ 
tively  small  ($1  to  $2  million),  it  could  have  had  a 
significant  impact  on  SOA  operations  by  eliminating 
nearly  half  of  the  scholarship  money  which  brings 
students  to  the  SOA.  The  House  victory  came  about 
largely  because  of  strong,  dedicated  grassroots  pres¬ 
sure  from  across  the  country.  Unfortunately,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  a  House-Senate  conference  committee  voted 
8-7  to  reinstate  full  funding  for  the  SOA. 

Reduce  U.S.  Troops  Stationed  in  Europe:  FCNL 
helped  to  organize  support  for  an  amendment  to  the 
Defense  Authorization  bill  introduced  by  Reps. 


(continued  on  page  6) 
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Budget  Priorities: 

Looking  for  Solutions  in  All  the  Wrong  Places 


Does  the  U.S.  really  need  339  new  F-22  fighter 
planes  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $43  billion?  The  U.S. 
has  already  spent  $20  billion  on  research  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  F-22  and  is  now  planning  to  spend 
$350  billion  more  over  the  next  twenty  years  for  the 
F-22  and  two  other  new  fighter  aircraft.  This, 
despite  the  fact  that  there  is  no  military  competition 
for  the  fighters  that  the  U.S.  is  alreadi/  using.  Is  the 
F-22  so  important  that  Congress  should  delay  or 
reduce  funds  for  safe,  affordable  housing,  health 
care,  or  child  care  for  millions  of  eligible  families 
who  need  it? 

What  is  national  "security?"  Is  it  just  about  being 
safe  from  military  invasion  or  providing  military 
protection  for  U.S.  business  interests  overseas?  13.5 
million  children  in  this  country  live  in  poverty  — 
almost  one  in  five.  Many  are  children  of  the  work¬ 
ing  poor  who  work  full-time  for  minimum  wages 
but  whose  incomes  remain  below  the  poverty  level. 
These  children  have  little  security.  Where  will  they 
live  next  week?  Will  they  have  breakfasts  or  lunches 
when  school  is  not  in  session?  Will  their  parents 
have  enough  to  pay  both  the  doctor  bill  and  the  heat¬ 
ing  bill?  Will  more  U.S.  attack  submarines  and  heli¬ 
copter  transport  ships  make  these  children  and  their 
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You  Can  Help 

When  Congress  adjourns, 
members  will  return  to  their 
districts  for  town  hall  meetings 
and  other  contacts  with  con¬ 
stituents.  Legislators  facing  reelection  in  2000 
will  use  these  opportunities  to  get  an  unofficial 
jump  on  campaigning. 

Make  your  voice  heard!  Attend  town  hall  meet¬ 
ings  and  help  shift  the  debate  back  to  real  issues 
that  concern  the  common  good.  Promote 
candidates  who  share  your  concerns.  Send  let¬ 
ters  to  your  local  newspaper  on  these  issues  and 
help  activate  members  of  your  community  to 
reclaim  government  for  the  common  good. 


families  more  secure?  They,  too,  are  Americans. 

They,  too,  deserve  the  best  security. 

Is  "military  readiness"  the  only  answer  to  the  com¬ 
plex  challenges  facing  international  peace  and 
security  in  the  years  ahead?  Congress  seems  to 
think  so.  What  about  readiness  for  peace?  What 
would  it  take  to  prevent  wars  without  resorting  to 
violence  or  the  threat  of  violence?  How  could  peace 
be  built  in  regions  where  there  is  now  conflict? 

More  cruise  missiles  will  do  nothing  to  take  away 
the  occasion  for  war  or  to  address  the  root  causes  of 
war  and  civil  strife  today.  But  increased  internation¬ 
al  cooperation,  foreign  aid,  diplomacy,  mediation, 
and  peace  education  might  help. 

If  there  are  so  many  unmet  social,  human,  and  envi¬ 
ronmental  needs  at  home  and  abroad,  why  is  Con¬ 
gress  talking  about  cutting  taxes  and  cutting  spend¬ 
ing  for  programs  that  address  these  serious  con¬ 
cerns?  In  a  recent  letter  to  the  Presidenf^,  FCNL  joined 
with  other  faith-based  groups  in  observing  that: 

Ai  a  time  zehen  our  nation  is  experiencing  extra- 
ordinari/  prosperity,  we  should  he  debating  how 
best  to  make  investments  in  the  future  of  our 
countn/  instead  of  cutting  taxes. . . 

As  a  nation,  we  should  he  investing  more  in  pro¬ 
grams  such  as  Head  Start,  Meals  on  Wheels,  Sec¬ 
tion  8  housing,  child  care...  food  and  nutrition 
programs,  the  Title  1  reading  program,  health 
research,  brownfields  lenvironmental  restora¬ 
tion!,  Pell  grants,  LIHEAP  ILow-Income  Heat¬ 
ing  and  Energy  Assistance  Programl,  crime 
prevention  focused  on  children  and  teens,  job 
training  and  summer  jobs,  the  Title  XX  Social 
Services  Block  Grant,  and  many  other  effective 
programs  that  help  to  make  well-educated, 
healthy,  productive  citizens.  At  the  verx/  least, 
discretionary  spending  must  be  maintained  at  the 

(continued  on  page  5) 

*  Letter  sent  by  the  Interreligious  Working  Group  on 
Domestic  Human  Needs.  For  a  copy  pilease  request  FCNL 
document  C-9215-BUD. 
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The  Tax  Cut  Detour 


The  Republican  leadership  in  Congress  has 
locked  onto  tax  cuts  as  a  defining  issue  for 
the  2000  campaign,  despite  the  fact  that 
public  opinion  polls  rank  tax  cuts  as  a 
relatively  low  priority,  (e.g.  well  behind 
reducing  the  federal  debt).  Republican 
proposals  would  extend  and  lock  in  the 
current  cuts  in  non-military  discretionary 
spending  beyond  2002  in  order  to  continue 
to  generate  a  federal  funds  surplus.  This 
summer,  a  Republican  bill  proposed  to  use 
this  hypothetical  surplus  to  finance  a  ten- 
year,  $892  billion  tax  cut.  The  proposed  tax 
cut  was  predicated  on  an  assumption  that 
the  economy  and  federal  revenues  would 
continue  to  grow  robustly.  The  bill  would 
have  provided  an  immediate  tax  cut  while 
deferring  painful  spending  cut  decisions. 
Wisely,  the  President  vetoed  the  bill. 

The  Center  on  Budget  and  Policy  Priorities 
recently  estimated  that  meeting  the 
President's  military  spending  and  balanced 
budget  goals  would  rec][uire  cutting  the 
non-military  discretionary  budget  by  13 
percent  or  $89  billion  over  ten  years.  By 
comparison,  meeting  Congress'  military 
spending,  tax  cut,  and  balanced  budget 
goals  would  require  cuts  in  non-military 
discretionary  spending  of  43  percent  or  $775 
billion  over  the  next  ten  years.  (These 
estimates  are  in  comparison  to  FY99  non¬ 
emergency,  appropriated  levels,  adjusted 
for  inflation).  ■ 


What  Does  Discretionary  Spending  Include? 


FY99  Discretionary  Spending  (Estimated  Outlays)  $  Billions 

Military . 290 

Education,  Training,  Social  Services . 47 

Transportation . 42 

Income  Security  (e.g.  housing  subsidies) . 40 

Justice,  Crime  Reduction,  General  Govt . 38 

Health  Research,  Public  Health . 27 

Natural  Resources,  Environment  . 23 

Veterans  Medical  Care  and  Benefits . 19 

International  Programs  &  Foreign  Aid . 15 

Space  and  Science . 18 

Other . 27 

Total  FY99  discretionary  spending  (est.) . 586 


You  Can  Help 


iiiiiiiniiii 


During  November  and  December,  the  White 
House  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
(OMB)  will  be  preparing  the  President's 
FYOl  budget  request.  Please  write  to  Pres.  Clinton  and 
OMB  Director  Jacob  Lew  about  spending  priorities.  Point 
out  that  military  spending  cannot  advance  true  human 
security.  Rather,  human  security  increases  when  all  people 
have  adequate  food,  housing,  health  care,  and  the  means 
and  the  opportunity  to  become  economically  self-sufficient. 
Urge  the  President  to  put  true  human  security  at  the  heart 
of  his  budget  priorities  for  FYOl  by  cutting  military  spend¬ 
ing  and  transferring  those  funds  to  programs  that  meet 
human  needs  at  home  and  abroad. 


Budget  Priorities  (continued  from  page  4) 

current  services  level.  Sharing  our  nation's 
strength  and  good  fortune  through  investments 
that  work  is  wise. 

Similar  increased  investments  are  needed  in  the 
international  affairs  budget,  where  the  U.S.  debt  to 
the  UN  remains  to  be  paid  and  current  spending 
levels  for  the  entire  international  affairs  budget  is 
only  about  half  in  real  (inflation-adjusted)  terms 
what  the  U.S.  spent  in  1985  (less  than  one  penny 
per  tax  dollar). 


In  the  FYOO  budget  debate,  these  questions  seem  to 
have  gotten  lost  in  the  political  rhetoric.  It  seems 
that  many  members  of  Congress,  the  President,  and 
campaign  advisors  are  more  interested  in  taking 
symbolic  stands  than  in  grappling  with  the  difficult 
issues  before  our  country  and  world.  Many  of  our 
elected  officials  seem  more  concerned  with  creating 
an  image  for  the  next  election  than  with  doing  the 
job  they  were  chosen  to  do  in  the  last  election.  The 
coming  year  promises  even  more  intense  political 
posturing.  ■  ■ 


Page  6 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  November  1999 


TOLES  ©1999  The 
Buffalo  News. 
Reprinted  with 
permission  of 
UNIVERSAL  PRESS 
SYNDICATE.  All 
rights  reserved. 


Military  Spending  Update  (continued  from  page  3) 

Shays  (CT)  and  Frank  (MA).  This  measure  would 
have  cut  the  number  of  U.S.  troops  permanently  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Europe  from  100,000  down  to  25,000.  With 
the  fall  of  the  iron  curtain,  the  growth  of  new  democ¬ 
racies,  and  a  robust  Euro  economy,  there  is  no  longer 
even  a  military  rationale  for  keeping  100,000  U.S. 
troops  permanently  stationed  in  Europe.  The 
amendment  received  116  votes,  split  evenly  from 
both  sides  of  the  aisle. 

Subsidies  for  Military  Contractors:  During  1996  and 
1997,  the  U.S.  spent  a  total  of  over  $68  million  to  sub¬ 
sidize  weapons  manufacturers'  exhibits  and  demon¬ 
strations  at  overseas  air  and  trade  shows.  Currently, 
U.S.  tax  payers  pay  for  U.S.  military  personnel  to 
accompany,  display,  and  demonstrate  the  equipment. 
Tax  payers  also  pay  for  transporting  the  equipment 
to  the  weapons  exhibitions  and  for  any  equipment 
that  is  damaged  or  destroyed  in  transit  or  on  site,  as 
has  happened  on  occasion. 


FCNL  helped  to 
organize  support  for 
an  amendment  to  the 
Defense  Appropria¬ 
tions  bill  which  Rep. 
Stark  (CA)  intro¬ 
duced.  The  amend¬ 
ment  would  prohibit 
the  use  of  U.S.  military  personnel  and  equipment  in 
overseas  air  and  trade  shows  unless  the  military  con¬ 
tractor  reimburses  the  U.S.  government  for  all  related 
costs.  It  was  accepted  by  both  sides  without  a  debate 
or  vote,  but  later  struck  from  the  conference  report. 

Defense  Appropriations/Cut  the  F-22:  In  July,  fis¬ 
cal  conservatives  from  both  sides  of  the  aisle  on  the 
House  Defense  Appropriations  Subcommittee  lied 
by  the  chair.  Rep.  Lewis  (CA)1  blocked  $1.9  billion 
for  producing  the  first  six  F-22  fighters.  They  cited 
budgetary  constraints  that  even  they  could  not 
ignore.  Instead,  the  subcommittee  shifted  the 
funds  to  buy  other  military  items  while  leaving  $1 .2 
billion  for  continued  F-22  research  and  develop¬ 
ment.  The  full  Appropriations  Committee  and 
House  followed  their  lead. 

Although  the  House-Senate  conference  committee 
eventually  restored  funds  for  producing  F-22s,  fiscal¬ 
ly  conservative  members  of  Congress  such  as  Rep. 
Lewis  should  be  encouraged  to  continue  challenging 
the  bloated  Pentagon  budget  in  this  manner.  ■ 
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"Free  Stuff"  Paid  Off 


Maybe  you  noticed  the  small 
note  on  the  back  page  of  the 
July  FCNL  Washington 
Newsletter.  It  offered  free 
FCNL  baseball  caps,  totes, 
and  canvas  briefcases  to  any¬ 
one  who  would  send  us  the 
names  of  people  who  might 
be  interested  in  the  work  of 
FCNL.  If  you  responded,  you  were  one  of  over  two 
hundred  people  who  hav^e  helped  FCNL  expand  our 
base  of  support.  Together,  these  constituents  con¬ 
tributed  nearly  four  thousand  names! 


FCNL's  grassroots  base  of  support  sustains  our  wit¬ 
ness  in  Washington.  Constituents  who  stay 
informed  through  FCNL,  who  communicate  regu¬ 
larly  with  their  members  of  Congress,  and  who  take 
timely  action,  help  to  strengthen  FCNL's  influence 
in  Congress.  Financial  contributions  from  our  grass¬ 
roots  supporters  are  essential  for  FCNL's  lobbying 
and  educational  activities. 


Broadening  FCNL's  base  of  support  allows  us  to 
expand  and  deepen  our  legislative  program  to  better 
meet  the  challenges  set  forth  in  FCNL's  policy  and 
priorities  statements.  Inviting  others  to  become  a 
part  of  FCNL  brings  new  energy  to  our  work. 


Make  Your  Voice  Heard 

Senator _ 

U.S.  Senate 

Washington,  D.C.  20510 

Representative  _ 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 

Capitol  switchboard:  202-224-3121 
Congressional  websites  and  e-mail  addresses: 
http:  /  /  www.senate.gov 
http:  /  /  www.house.gov 

Current  status  of  bills:  202/225-1772 
http://thomas.loc.gov 

President  William  J.  Clinton 

The  White  House 

Washington,  D.C.  20500 

White  House  comment  desk:  202-456-1111 

Fax:  202-456-2461 

E-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 
Website:  http://www.whitehouse.gov 

Jacob  Lew,  Director 

Office  of  Management  and  Budget 

Washington,  D.C.  20503 


Unlike  many  organizations 
and  businesses,  FCNL  does 
not  buy  mailing  lists.  We  also 
do  not  share,  trade,  or  sell 
our  mailing  list.  The  only 
way  that  we  enlarge  our  list  is 
when  our  friends  introduce  us 
to  their  friends. 

FCNL  values  the  enthusiastic 
support  we  received  from 
constituents  who  want  others 
to  know  about  FCNL's  work. 
The  FCNL  hats,  tote  bags,  and 
briefcases  are  gifts  of  thanks, 
plus  a  great  way  to  promote 
FCNL.  ■ 


A  Gift  Idea  That 
Shows  You  Care 

Give  friends  and  relatives  a  gift  that  brings  a 
monthly  message  of  hope  and  action  for  a 
world  at  peace,  a  just  community,  and  an 
earth  restored.  Send  them  the  monthly  FCNL 
Washington  Nezvsletter  and  quarterly  Indian 
Report  for  a  year  by  making  a  donation  in 
their  name  to  FCNL.  (These  publications  are  sent  free  upon  request.  A 
donation  of  $35  or  more  is  appreciated!) 


A  card  will  be  sent  to  the  person  informing  her/him  that  the  newsletters 
will  be  coming  as  a  gift  from  you. 


Friknds  Committkk  on 
National  L  e  o  i  s  i.  at  i  o  n 


Addn-ss  Senice  Requested 


9849 

University  Microfilms  Int’l 
Periodicals  Check-In 
PO  Box  1346 

Ann  Arbor  Ml  48106-1346 
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Welcome  to  FCNUs  New  Web  Site! 

"You've  Got  Legislative  Information" 


On  September  7, 1999,  FCNL  launched  a  completely 
new  web  site!  The  site  has  been  designed  to  meet 
FCNL's  many  goals,  such  as  helping  our  constituents 
find  the  information  they  need  to  be  more  effective 
grassroots  lobbyists. 

The  new  web  site  makes  it  easy  for  users  to  be  leg¬ 
islative  activists.  A  Hot  Topics  page  highlights 
issues  which  require  urgent  action.  The  Act  Now 
section  offers  several  different  legislative  action 
vehicles,  including  Write  Your  Member  of  Congress, 
our  new  congressional  database  and  legislative  let¬ 
ter-writing  center. 

With  Write  Your  Member,  FCNL  can  draft  a  sample  let¬ 
ter  and  post  it  on  the  Web  Site.  Users  can  then  take 
this  letter,  personalize  it,  and  either  send  it  to  their 
member  as  an  email  or  print  out  a  hard  copy  and  mail 
it.  Either  way,  the  letter  comes  from  the  user,  not 
FCNL. 

Last  month,  when  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty 
was  scheduled  for  a  floor  vote  in  the  Senate,  FCNL 
posted  an  urgent  action  alert  and  sample  letter  on  our 
Write  Your  Member  letter-writing  center.  Over  the  next 
13  days,  157  activists  generated  270  email  letters  to  70 
senators.  Write  Your  Member  has  enormous  potential 
to  help  FCNL  build  legislative  campaigns. 

Our  new  Web  Site  will  help  build  FCNL's 
donor/activist  base.  Our  Guest  Book  encourages  users 
to  register  and  tell  us  what  their  legislative  interests 
are.  The  Washington  Newsletter  page  offers  an  annotat¬ 
ed  outline  of  the  most  current  issue  (not  the  full 


newsletter).  This  page  also  offers  users  who  are  new 
to  FCNL  an  opportunity  to  sign  up  for  three  sample 
issues.  The  How  to  Get  Involved  with  FCNL  page 
includes  links  to  the  Guest  Book  and  the  Washington 
Newsletter  page.  The  Support  FCNL  section  has  a  sub¬ 
section  entitled  "Expanding  Our  Circle"  which 
enables  users  to  send  FCNL  the  names  and  addresses 
of  their  friends  and  colleagues.  In  each  case,  the  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  sent  to  FCNL  simply  by  filling  in  a  web 
page  form  which  is  automatically  emailed  to  FCNL. 

Within  hours  of  launching  our  new  site,  three  com¬ 
pleted  Guest  Book  forms  arrived  at  FCNL!  During 
the  first  three  weeks,  we  received  25  guest  book  regis¬ 
trations  and  7  requests  for  the  Washington  Neivsletter, 
nearly  all  new  names. 

A  major  portion  of  the  new  site  is  devoted  to  FCNL's 
legislative  issues.  A  wealth  of  information  on  the 
Issues  We  Work  On  has  been  posted  already  and  this  is 
growing  daily.  We  have  installed  a  search  engine  on 
our  site  to  help  users  more  readily  find  the  informa¬ 
tion  they  seek.  Although  FCNL  will  continue  to  mail 
out  background  documents  and  other  papers  to  any¬ 
one  who  requests  them,  we  expect  that  many  of  our 
constituents  will  appreciate  the  speed  and  ease  of 
downloading  materials  directly  from  the  web  site.  In 
the  coming  weeks,  we  will  offer  longer  reports  in  PDF 
(portable  document  file)  versions  to  improve  the  for¬ 
mat  and  appearance  of  print  copies. 

FCNL's  new  web  site  has  many  other  departments 
and  features.  Bookmark  wzow.fcnl.org  and  make  our 
site  part  of  your  legislative  resource  kit! 


